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THE MOTHER-IN-LAW.

ASTORY OF THE ISLAND ESTATE.,

BY MES. EMMA D, E. SOUTHWORTH.

111
MARGARET
s dawn—within s surtained room,

Filled to faintness with perfome,
A lady lies at point of doom.

“Tis morn—a ohild bath seen the light;

Hut for the lady, fair and bright,

She sorrows (n & rayless night.
Anenymous.

Seversl months psssed away, and winter gave
place to spring. Again the scenery in the neigh-
borhood of Mont Crystsl bloomed out in the per-
fect glory of besuty. Again the lsle of Rays
geemed a terrestrial paradise. Baut still Louise
faded in the light of Mont Crystal—still Louis
withered in the sunshine of the lsle of Rays.

v et ke Ltan snd Yo sy preiple?

fondly sttached to each other, plscing implicit
faith in each other, united by the holiest tie, as
they had been, were still kept separated by the
implacable will of one determined woman? The
neighborhood had exhausted conjecture as to the
cause of the separation. Some said that Mrs
Armstrong was incensed at the marriage of the
Cieneral ; some said that a prior attachment had
been discovered to have existed between Louis
and Susan Somerville ; some thought it was from
a dissatisfaction about the settlement of the prop-
erty. As usual, there wers a few grains of truth
mixed up with much falsehood. At last, howeven
the facts of the onse orept out, and it was gene-
rally known that this state of affairs existed by
the simple will of the mother-in-law ; and then
the whole party on both sides was condemned by
publie sentiment ; for although the weight of pub-
lic censure fell heaviest upon Mrs. Armstrong
and her daughter, yet the family at the lsle of
Raye did uot escape the charge of weakness. 1
have often heard the conduct of Louise and Louis
both arraigned and judged with great severity,
and as | think with gross inmjustice. The full
force of public reprobation fell most heavily of all
upon Louise. In this she was cruelly wronged
No one considered her extreme youlh, (barely
sizteen years,) her natural weakness of will and
gentleness of temper, and the almost omnipotent
sway of her mother over her—nor her peculiar
eduoation, taught as she had been filial obedience
a8 & religion, ready as she was to sacrifice to
that filial sentiment her heart's most natural in-
stincts and warmest affeolions—nor her physical
delieacy of organization, through which she would
have perished in any viclent conflict. No ome
considered thess things but Louis Stuart-Gordon,
who for her peace denied himself the society of
his wife, refrained from opposing the influence of
Mre. Armstrong or importuning Louise — thus
exposing himself to the animadversions of a neigh-
borhood incapable of understanding his motives
of action. I have heard Louis ealled meak, timid.
Nothing could be more stupid or unjust than
thie opinion. Of a high-toned sense of honor, of
fine susoeptibilities, of warm tempersment, Louis
Stuart-Gordon yet saffered this long estrange-
ment from a young and lovely wife, to whom he
was fondly attached, and braved the scorn of soci-
ety rather than give her pain by a conflict with
her unscrupulous mother, Louis was brave to
defy and strong to endure suffering in his own
person and reputation. Louis was not weak or
timid, except in giving pain or causing misery to
others. No! 1 have always wished to vindi-
cate the motives of Louis, whose lovely character
approached the angelio.

Four months had passed away sinee the ball of
the Prince’s school. Every letter written from
the Isle of Rays to Mont Crystal had been oast
into the fire without being read. Aa has been
said, Louis had at last ceased to importune them
with letters. Many times indeed poor Louise had
rebelled, as on the evening of the ball ; but it was
always under nervous excitement, which, subsi-
ding, left her weaker and more enslaved than
before, They were mere spasma of courage and
resolution, ending in apathy—abortive struggles
of her feeble will, nlwaya to be repented of snd
stoned for as sin.

It was early in April that Louise, then nesrly
seventeen years old, became the mother of a little
girl—a fine, hearty child, of firm muscle, brilliant
eyes, and strong lungs—who persisted in living,
despite all Mra. Armstrong's disbolicsl machina-
tions to the contrary. Let us be exactly just.
Under existing circumstances, the expected ma-
ternity of her daughter had been a source of great
griel and mortification to Mrs. Armstrong — so
much so that the fact had been kept & profound
secret in the neighborhood, up to the very day
that the babe was born. Nevertheleas, now, that
the infant waa laid living on her lap, she no longer
wished to smother it. By a law of nsture, scting
unexpectedly upon a heart like hers, she felt the
uppeal of this helpless snd besutiful being,
(young babies are all beautiful, male opinion to
the contrary notwithstanding) snd Mrs. Arm-
strong was surprised to fiod in her own heart a
possibility of loving this child. This sentiment,
however, instead of softening her heart towarde
its father, only gave additiona!l force to her Jeal-
ousy of Louis, as she wondered whether he might
not wish to deprive her of the care of the babe.
The reader has already seen that the maternal

instincts were strong s they were selfish in
H!!.Am'.

“-“Mm.!’m!ﬂwm
mﬂtﬂtlhuﬂhdhmlﬁu‘-,l fow
p-lpil:hg with her receut agony; “a boon, &

“Well, well, my daughter, what is 419 in.
quired the lady, distarbed with (he fear that
Loulse was about to make some request of which
Louis Stuart-Gordon might be the object,

“ This, mamma ; that | may name this little girl
myself”

“ Certainly, Louise; cortalnly, my daughter;|

that 1y the one thing with which I will not inter-
fere—a mother's control over her own child,” said
the astute woman, adding y, “she cannot
name her Louis, or Henry Cartwright;
fot call her Britannis, and any other name is
indifferent to me, Yes, Louise,” she repeated
slood, “ that is the one thing in which I will not
Hummwdmm

child»
“She is all mine, then, mothor, all mine” said

Loulse, with brightening oyes.
at ppch 14 708 404 mine, Louisn ; romember

chain to whioh all other ties are shreds of cobweb.
Ah, you must know it now, Louise”
“1 do think so, indeed, mother ; and yet V' ——
“There, you have talked eucugh, Louise; not
another word—not one, my daughter! yon mmuat
sleep now.” And nipping the threatened contro-
versy in the bud, Mre. Armstrong drew the em-

broidered curtaing and retired the bed-side.

For the next three days, carri ooming
and going to and from Mont Cry, Ithough
the county people severely censur conduet

of the mother and daughter, and althoogh they
had entered into a sort of tacit eonspiraey to mor-
tify them at the ball, yet few of the county ladies
could resist the attraotion of the mew-horn baby,
the heiress of two snch vast egtates as Mont Crys-
tal and the [sle of Rays, or the temptation of call-
ing upon the chAlkc MAbies. iier warringe had
been eguch a splendid triumph as to dazzle the
connty—her separation g0 sudden and unaccount-
able a8 to shook and stun the neighborhood. Now
& babe was unexpectedly born. The Doctor bad
spread the newa. Doctors are great gossips; that
is one of their methods of curing, especially hypo-
chondriacs. Now a babe was born! Who would
have thought it 7—she was so young—it was kept
so ologe. In fine, the county ladies wished to see
how Louige looked, and how Mre. Armstrong de-
ported herself under all these circumstances ; and
0 for three or four days ocarrisges stood before
the gates of Mont Crystal. Like all secluded
people, they wanted a spectacle—a scene; but in
this they were disappointed. “Not at home”
“Particularly engaged” were the words with
which the majority of the visiters were received,
A few privileged individuals were admitted to the
drawing room, and received by Mrs. Armstrong.
But even with these she maintained a cold and

reserved manner ; and, in reply to their inguiries
concerning Louise, they were told that Rrs. Stu-

fﬂ“w!\. o FE]'L.!”‘: v‘.];. HW- "zoil.‘I

in her apartment.

Some certainly sympathized with the youthful
mother, and called to see her from a better motive
than mere curiosity. Their rcception, however,
was no more favorable than that of less deserviog
neighbora,

It was ahout a week from the day of her ac-
cowchemnt that Louise was sitling, pngpcd up
with pillows, in & delicate lace cap and a rose-
colored wrapper, near one of the front windows of
her chamber. It was the same large, airy front
chamber called the summer room, and was fur-
pished with the same white draperies. The win-
dow near which Louise sat wua closed, and the
muslin curtaing were drawn; and near the
chair of Lonise stood the orib of her baby, all
draped with white. The young mother's atten-
tion waa divided between the erib and a little
spy-glass she held in her hand, and with which,
after drawing aside the curtains from the window,
she would contemplate the Isle of Rays. [t was
while she was thus occupied that the door was
opened, and “ Miss Somerville” was announced.
Susan was clothed in deeil:bluh, and very pale
and thin, yet w her habitual expression of
profound serenity. e entered and advanced
quietly, and taking both the hands of Louise,
kissed ber with affection. Louise received Susan
with a sorrowful undme-su she remembered
her former injustice, Without speaking, only
returning her caress, she made room for Susan in
the ﬁe eagy chair, big for both. Miss
Bom: le took the seat, threw her
arms around Louise, and kissed affectienate-
ly. Then she inguired—

“Where is your mother, Louise?”

“ Closeted with her overseer.”

“ How long shall she remain, there, Lounise?”

“ For two or three hours z:l,. they are arrang-
ing aboat the crops. Bm1 Busan, you have
oot been to Mont Crystal ¢ sinoe my return.

v-thmﬂ "

“ My love, [ might return the and the

“Yes, with me” replied Susan, ealmly. * You
know I slways was his friend. 1 am wo still. He

Louige preased ber hnd, and said—* But peo-
ple are 0 censorions, dear Susan ; and under all
the circumstances "——

The world will make no mistaked sbout m. "
answered Susan, with & gentle di E |

Louise raised her eyes to that pale but angelic |
countenance, and sequieseed from her pgpfoundest |
soul ! |

“ Since you have named Louis, will you permit |
me to ask you some questions about bim 17

“Yes, yes; ob, yes! Heuven bless you for
ming. sinee you may be said to come from Louis
Goon.”

“Have you ever received any letters from Lou-
is sinoe your residence here " ¢

“ Not one.”

“Yet he wrote to you many, many times, until
he abandoned it in despair of geiting yn answer!
Harve you never written to him " '

“Oh, yes; many, many letters”

“Yet he never received one! It is plain, Lon-
ise, that all your letters have beon intercepted.”

“Ohb! who cowld huve been 8o oruel 1"

It is not for me to say, Louise; itis a dread.
ful thi Let Providenoe reveal it in his own
time method I

“Oh! Susan, | am eo glad you are here to tell
| me thin! God bless you for coming! Come
again, Susan! come often! and eince you see
Louis, tell him, Susan, that [ love him still, and
always—that | pray for him day and pight—that
I thank him devoutly for his forbearance towards
my mother—that | admire him more than ever—
that I would die for him—but that I cannot break
my mother’s heart, or dare her curse! Tell him
I have named my child after his mother, Tell
him that I love this child more than life. Yet,
assure him, that if he desires it, | will press my
last kiss on this infant's lips, and send her to
him, if her presence would comfort him! Tell
him, for my own part | feel weak, and altogether
unworthy of his thoughts! that I only wish to
die, 8 the only means of extrication from this
trouble. To die, that he may be happy. Grief
for b daad s less severe \han sorrow for the
living!"

- L el T D e T
fliot between the prejndices and perversions of
your strange edueation and the natural and good
qualities of your heart. Yes, Lounise! that is an
internal conflict worse than the controversy be-
tween your mother and your husband’s family ;
and it is a suffering from which even the angelic
goodness of your Louis cannot save you! You
are pot doing well, Louise, and your heart tells
you go, for you eall yourself ‘ weak and unwor-
thy!” Resolve—return to Louis. | will bear any
message to him ! | will bring him here to-mor-
row—to night !

“No!mno! no! no! not for a thousand worlds 1"
exclaimed the imbecile girl, turning very pale.
“Do you know my mother, that you propose
that?” Oh! the scene would be frightfal! 1 esn
bear m’ythln' else—bat 1 eannot dare & mother’s
ourse |'

Louise suddenly started, and suppressed a
scream— Mrs. Armstrong stood before them ! She
had entered umperceived, while they ware ab-
sorbed in conversstion. Susan Somerville arose
and curtesied, without offering her hand, or re-
seating hersell. Mra, Armstrong bowed coldly,
and thon addressing hersell to Louise, asked her
how long she had been sitting up?

% Nearly two hours, but [ am not tired, mam-
ms !” pleaded the daughter.

% Nevertheless, must lie down!” decided
the lady, lifting the babe from her lap, and re-
phﬁ‘.a itin the crib. “Miss le, I am

11 excuse us.” g
” “J am about to take my leave, madam,” replied
usan.

“ Mother, Susan walked here,” said Louise.
“Then, Miss Somerville, you must either give
us the pleasure of your company all night, or
permit me to send you home in I.hcm-hg-,”
said Mvn, wmﬁ“ all her d“mu;:l
WhE A y H as L]
mlshuhn'm lawa of lﬁdﬁ;ﬂh

Miss Somerville thanked A bat
informed her that she waa engaged to lm the

question. You have not been at the Crags”

“ AN, Susan, | am not my own mistress! Be-
gides, I have bheen so unhappy, dear Susan!”

“] know it, my poor girl—I know it; and I
should have come to you, but that I have been
very ill, and my illness left me very feeble; and
I have no horse now, Louise, and the ten miles
hetween the Crags and Mont Crystal is too long
a walk for me. This is the first time | have at-
tem it

‘Susan! you do not say that you have walked
all this distance to see me 7"

“Yes, my love”

“And you, too, have had troubles, severe
sorrows, that you do not speak of, dear and gen-
erous Susan—st and oou us Susan !’

As in tacit contradietion of her thoughts, Susan
tarned a shade paler, and trembled slightly.

“ And Anna is depd, Susan 7

Susan bowed her head in rcrlr

“ And old George and Harriet, Susan—
how do they bear her death 7’

“ Better than they bore her life, or rather the
uncertainty of ber future "——r

‘“ Are they cheerful, then?”

“ At last—yes, an old couple like them, mar-
ried in early youth, living nearly half a century
together, become all in wll to each other—but,
Louise, you are weeping. Do not weep, Louise,”
said Susan, pressing her arma around her and

kissing her.
“ No matter! Do not mind iy tears. There!
they sre gone. Tell me ubout Zoe. She was

somehow mixed up in all that dreadful buginess 7"

“ 1t was all o mistake, or rather a conspirsoy.
Zoe is not a mulatto, mever was o slave
Brighty knows that! so does Gertrude and Bru-
tus; and they all visit her and receive her freely
now.”

“Then why do they not it—why do they
not establish it—why do they not g’nn those
who have belied and persecuted her 1

“ Alas, you do not know what you say, child!
She has nnder the strongest circumstantial
evidence adjudged to be a slave, and has been
sold, bought, and enfranchised, as such. We
know better from conviction, but we have no
menns on earth of proving it”

# And Brutus, then, cannot marry her 1”

 Certainly not, my love, until her true position
Is und ; but, Louise, 1et me say this to yon—
let me force it earnestly upon you—treat Yoe
with all the affection that is in your heart for
her—she bas a claim upon you and upon me. And,
Louise, my love, another favor—keep what [ have
said about Zoe confined to your own bosom.”

1 have no secrets from mother,” replied Lou-

Misa Somerville looked troubled for an instant
and then her countenanoe cleared off as nhcuki
to herself—* It is well I told her no more.”

“ Who is Zoe, then, Susan 7"

%My dear Louise, | bave told you enough to
ulllt';ourupmrwzu. 1 dare tell you no
more.

“ You will at least inform me how our dear old
teacher is. The dreadful shock drove him mad
for & while, but his madness subsided into a bap-

n

P, The schoolmaster is desd.”
“Dead! dead! FHe, too! Alas! every ome

can die but me! The maiden and the old man!
Every one but me! Why cannot | die?” ex-
claimed a5 her pallid features contracted
violently, and relaxed as she burst into tears.
This was one of the ic fita of grief to

which sbe had sl of late.
mhdw‘“ looked at her in

she took the sleeping babe
. The child
Ina

The tie bei goon & mother and ohild is &

needs me in his sorrow, and [ will not fail him!" |

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JUNE 20. 1850,

i SPEECH OF HON. JESSE C. DICKEY,
OF PENNSYLVANIA,
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

In reference to the admission ‘of Culiforwic and the
subject of Slavery.

Made in L'u--h:n of the Whele, June 6, 1550,

Mr. DICKEY said:

Mr. Cuatesan: I have not made an effort to |
obtain the ﬂ;‘;r :oilrilho pnrpmf 8 display of |
url-mz on this all-important eot, which may |
truly be said to be, not only the question of 1]:{
seasion, but the question of the day. Nor do
I presume that It will be Ible for one of my
limited experience in ) ation to throw oy |
uew light upon a question whioh has been so ably ‘
and learnedly disoussed om this floor, by older
and abler men, or even to present okl ideas in |
such b manner as to command the attestion of the
Committee. 1 have sought the floor for no such
purposes ; but to define my position, and desig-
vate the course which I shall pursue in reference
to & subject which has been the occcasion of so
much interest—intense excitement, | may say—
and the ehief topie of debate for the lasi five
months in both branches of C I need
soarcely suy, sir, that the subject to which | refer
is the admission of California into this Confed-
eracy, with a provision in her Constitution pro-
hibiting slavery or involuntary servitude

The application of California for admission
inte the Union a4 a State has coeasioned s strong
desire and apparent determination, on the part of |
the Representatives of the South, to have setiled,
at the same time, and definitely and forever, some
slx‘other questions involving the institution of
#lavery more or less in their discussion, and esch
of sufficient importance for separate and distinet
bills, and distinot action. Sir, | conceive it to be
a duty, which I owe to the intelligent 8s well as
pumerous constituents whom [ have the honor 1o
represent, that | should speak plainly and boldly
on a subject in which they feel such a deep and
abidiog interest. My constituents are emphati-
oally s reading, thinking, and intellectual peopl

troubleness for adjudic mtion. These are subjects
fur judicial examinamt ion; and hence arises the
great necesaily of © alifornin being placed in »
position where she of uld have iegally organized
oourts to settle thesm perplexing yuestions which
are already arising, 9 mong her people.

Why, sir, the sr.onnt of revenue which this
Government has .de rived from California, for the
first year, is wsorae $600.000; and the amount
which it is suppos e will be received the ensuing
year will probab ly rewch $2000,000. This in
iteelf is an argum emt for her admiscion, as power-
ful as the gold fts elf. The Hon. T. B. King, in
his late able repoi t, has farnished as with an esti-
mate of the valae of trade between California sand
the States of the (i:afon. He says, (and no one is
better able to fowm, s correct estimate,) that it
will amount to nist less than $25,000,000. Here
is an opening intos «one of the most important mar-
kets of the world, for the introduction of our sur-
plus produce, and | one which ought most assuredly
to receive the im mediate attention of Congress. It

Now, Mr. Chairman, from these statistica we
have the fuct that, even after California shall bave
been admitted into the Union, the slave States will
have pearly 350.000 square miles of territory
more than the free Statea—na sufficiency to form
seven Siates ab large as the State of New York!
If this is not an instanes of the very reverse of
what is nhuﬁa\l—-up«mion of the South st the
expenne of the North, and of Southern nggres-
sion—I know not what aggression means !

But, perhaps, one of the most striking instances
of inequality {(and | leave it to be determined
whether it is in favor of the North or South) is
the manner in which the Supreme Court of the
United States has been organized. That Court
consists of nine cirouits. Four of these are with.
in the limits of the free States, and five within
the slave States. The following table will show,
at w glanece, the different circuits, the locations,
nod the aggregate free population of each :

FREE STATES.

is & market wher e the mere products of our gar-

Many of them are the descendants of the compan-
fons and sssocistes of the fllustrious man who
W a i At e -y i‘,\':'&..-—'.l b :-ﬁ.a
ago #a 1652, and from whom the glorious “ Key-
stone of the Federal arch” took its name. The
opposition of the early settlers in Pennaylvania
to the institution of slavery and its further exten.
sion, has long been proverbial. Mild and truth-
ful, yet firm and unwavering on this subject,
few,if any, within the limits of my district, have
ever expressed a willingness that slavery should
extend to another foot of American soil ; and with
them, on this suhject, | most heartily conocur,
£hiaasd aphe B WOATHA % iyt pollio]
er the weight of this great political

and moral evil ; bat, thank God, the incubus has
long sinoe been removed from our shoulders, and
we now breathe the breath of freedom! From
the fact that we have had slavery at one time in
our midst, and now have freedom, we are the bet-
ter able to judge of the curse of the one and to ap-
preciate the blessings of the other. We consider
slavery lmnfotl e with true patriot jus-
tice, or humanity ; and its exteosion to hitherto
free soil, and to a free people, n blight, & blast, a
mildew, & soourge, and s curse, which we would
disdain to receive from any of the other powers
of the uﬂ% aod which we would pour out our
treasure and exert our streugth to avert from our
land and from our children! Why, then, at-
tempt to force it umn & people now free from its
miseries? It would be a violation of that golden
rule, bﬂwhlﬂ [ have dmdﬂlﬂd to be gov-
erned intercourse fellow men—
that is, to do unto others as I w. have them do
unto me; aad, consequently, | can mever so far
Wthtnit us to give my vote for the fur-
ther extension and propagation of slavery.

Bir, that and distinguished
mt.u'm.u,-f:mmﬂ.nmorm
Exeoutive Mansion, with the Constitution in

hand, has left on record an on the subject
of slavery, which well deserves to be kept in per-

dens o ad s wh prices ns would almost enrich |
us. Take some ex mmples of the prices of articles, us |
tlmv selling Ln (; L\!i fornia. Potatoes bring sixteen

S5~ 7m bk o) and N{W‘

cefits to sixty-two. cents ench, while r:mmmlmmln

from wixty dollar & to one hundred dollars per ton,

aud lumber from seventy-five dollars to one hun

dred dollars perr thoussand, and almost all other
articles in propo rtion. Such a state of things well
merits the atten! jon and fostering oare of the Gov-
ernment.

There ia anot’ her consideration, Mr, Chairman
whioh should w. sigh in favor of the sdmission of
Culifornia. Th ere has been s caleulation made,
by those who h ¥ve been there, that some 15,000
foreigners, who « wme in armed bands, have earricd
away, already, mare than twenty millions worth
of gold duet. 1 would inquire, why we ghoald so
long delay her s draission, at the loss of suoh vast
treasures, while pur Government is so deeply in-
volved in debt? As well might we saffer the
agricultural prodiucts of the rich and teeming val-
leys of Pennsyls ramia to be earried off without re-
20m| as to mllow the productions of the rich
mines of Califor pia to be thus spirited away—pro-
ductions which | Yave caused this nation so vast an

of those brave m en who are knocking at our doors
with the Califoi nin Constitution in their hands,
entitles their cas @ to a speedy consideration. One
of them (Colonel FFrruoxnt) is s bold and chivalric
pioneer, who, in the spirit of Columbus, made his
trackless way noi ‘ose the snow-bounded wilderness ;
and he is now a1 #aiting the action of Congress, at
this most momentous issue, in order to present the
wishes and want s of our brethren in his far-distant
home. He has bigh claims upon his country, and
his friends are n 0 doubt anxiously anticipating his
taking his seat i n the other House, as one of their
Senators. | tru st that he will not be detained
much longer from; the sest to which he is so justly
”ﬂ“dﬁg c stated some of the
aving thus, Mr. Chairman, some of t|
considerntions wrhich faver the admission of Cali-

afternoon and night at the Dovecote, with Zoe.
Susan then embraced Louise, and took her leave
Mrs. had ently forgotten her
intention of putting Louise to bed, for she wheel-
od an easy chair close to the orib near her dangh-
ter, and sat downm, sayin

41 am eonstrained to eclare, that Miss Susan
Somerville Is far too independent for her sex and

! To think of her openly visiting the
ovecote! [If she continues to do that, the doors
of Mont Crystal shall be closed agninst her!”

“Oh! but mamms,” said Louise, “Zoe is not
what she has been'represented to be. Susan, and
the Lions, and even Brighty, have found out
someth conspiracy, they say—but Susan
did not tell me whatit was—but mother! mother!
good heavens, mother! What is the matter 1

Mrs. Armstrong had started from her chair,
grown ghastly pale, sunk back again, with her
face crimson, and the veins in bher forehead and
temples full and distended.

“Oh! my Heaven: mother! mother!” ex-
claimed Louise, starting forward ; “ Kate! Kate!
here! here! help! my mother is dying!” and
she ran and pulled the bell violently, Several
servants ran in. Mrs Armstrong was placed
upon the bed. The thynician was sent for.
Ice was placed at her head, and bottles of hot
water at her feet. Louise was frightened and
helpless as usual.

“ Donot be alarmed, madam,” aald Kate Jamper,
who seemed to understand the case—* this is onl
a rush of blood to the head ; she will be better
soon” And, in fiact, before the arrival of the
ph: , Mrs Armstrong was relieved.

ut now came the strange part of it. As soon
s her ponses had quite returned, nhe dismissed all
her attendants from the room ; udrﬂluof
her own exbaustion or her daughter’s feebleness,
she summoned Lonise to her bedeide, and mude
her nr all the conversation of which Zoe had
been suhject. Then partially reassured, she
dismiesed her to bed, and reosl
by means of the bell whose handle was in her
reach.

The next morning, Mra. Armstrong was up
early, and having seen Louise made comfortable
at her favorite window, with her babe beside her
in the erib, and having given orders that no one
should be admitted during her absence, Mr. Arm-
strong entered her carriage, and drove out. She
was gone all day. She returned haggard and
wretohed in the evening. The next day she was
closeted with a lawyer, a stranger, and over-
sper ; and at the close of the conference, iooked
better gatisfied. The third day, letters were
written, and packets sent off to the post office
The remainder of the week there was a great
bustle all through the house.

" . . B B B "

The 18t of May, & neighbor passing by Mont
Crystal, found the house shut op. Inquiring of &
man who was superintending the workiog of a
contiguous field, he was told thet the
removed quite suddenly—so suddeuly, that no
one had their intention until they had
gone—no one knew whither—not even their rela-
tives at the Isle of Rays. ‘That the house was
olosed, and the lands the negroes
hired to the lessee; that he himself was the over-

seer inted by the planter who had taken the
Mont Crystal Estate.
[ro ur conTivtEn.)

Omo Convextion—The Ohio Constitutional
Convention in Committee of the Whole has de-
cided, three to one, in favor of biennial sessions.

The Committee has alvo resolved to place the
eligibilty of Semators and Representatives, as it
respec's age, upon the same footing, and to re-
strict the Senatorial term to two years, the same
as that of Representatives.

INTERESTING T0 PERSONS REQUIBING PASS-
PURTS.

Deranrwent or STATH,
Washington, June 7, 1850.

Y | mittee to revise the then ocolonial Luwa of his na-

her sttendanta, r

Toin Holn epestiog

in on z
mblflgr country when I remember that
God is jast.” He also as you will remember :
8o true as there isw in , 80 true will
‘this nation be punished for the sin of slavery!”

And that there is, Mr, Chairman, & God, to pun-
ish and reward, is beautifully illustrated by the
quotation from the poet made a few
weeks since by my friend oolleague, [Mr.
Cuanprer | which tells us that Nature procluims
the fact through all her works. The same poet
also says that “ God must delight in virtue, and
that which Giod delights in must be happy.” Now,

it must be t to all, that the great and

men of Virginia could not have looked upon the
institntion of slavery as a virtue, or ag uctive
of ; else why use such terms in their w

a8 | have quoted from Jefferson? Mr. Jefferson
was & Southern in heart and soul, born and
reared in its sunny olime, in the midst of slavery,
and no one waa better qualified than he, to appre-
ciste the moral, political, and religious effects of
the institation, on & community it existed.
He was & statesman of learning and ability, and not

only well versed in the arts and sciences, im, s 8

statesman, politician, and Jurist, he had few equals;

and it is due to his m , that his opinions and

writings, on questions of the greatest national in-

teresis, livi:.‘d u!;bll:;nd wllt: he did, lMlldei:

well @ y the

aﬂ‘nmpot.:delwt the nbotillon of:ﬂv:? commenc-

ed ns carly as 1769, As n member of the Legis-

latare of Virginis, he was appointed one of a com-

tive State. Before that he urged and
warmly recommended the gradual abolition of
slavery in the colony.

Mr. Chairman, having thus of slavery
a8 suggested by the question of the admission of
California into the Union as a free State, | will
now to give a few ressons why she should
be admitted with the Constitution which her peo-
ple have so unanimous! and with ber

Y
r:ulb«l boundaries, and population ss

t

The Mexican Province of California, named ns
such in the treaty of Guadalupe Hidulgo, in sit-
unted upon the Pacifio ooean, between 320 and
429 gorth latitude, and 30° and 47° west loogi-
tude from W, It contalus some 700
miles of sea oonst, und an area of some 145,000
¥mmwnmwhbym0m
uﬂloranu by the Sierrs Nevada, or great
SBnowy Mountains, snd west by the Paeific.
Though the sea const is so extensive, yet her

harbora are but few, the pal one the
bay of Han Francisco. This bay is loosted near
the centre of the sea and is said to be one

safe

tional Gotmz—lt - from e
settlements. by w ountain rou )
miles, wll,'?thl the Isthmus ol’?unn-,
some forty-five dl'y:fjocraq from New
‘When, sir, wé consider this great distance
the ospital of the country, in conneotion with the
character of her

dinary circomstances which bave
L B

loul-iuhanth Union, and thas to afford

them that and those which our
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to go out od that |
m':-ldw- in the /
of filling up passports, or
eates, to upon the may be re-|
ported to the Besretary of 'M:
nﬁﬂdwhh;lgu. .y
order of the Beoretary of State.
By W. C. Reovasi, Pasport Clerk, |

whloh have heesn reised aguinst her
Some ha ve pretended to a8 an ohjec-
tion, that the pe pple of Californis were not author-
ized by an ast «f Congress to form a State Con-
stitution. True, Con has not such an
oty yel it must be remewhered that Congress may
admit States without such an suthorization; and
we have the precedlents of eight States which have
been brought into the Union without the prefuce
of any such law. They stand us follows:

Vermont in 1791, Kentuocky in 1782, Tennossee
in 1796, Maine im 1820, Arkansss in 1890, Miohi-
gon in 1837, Florkda in 1845, and lown in 1846,

This objection, Mr. Chairman, is, we see, en-
tirely destroyed by the legislation of our prede-
cessors, and the influence of precedents,

Others have argued, as an ohjeotion, that aliens
assisted in thoe formation of the Constitution of
California, and were allowed to vote for it. But,
sir, this has occurred In the formation of every
State Constit ution since-the Confederncy was ore-
sted. In the onse of Texas, all who voted were
foreignors, in their rolations to the United States;

et, in 1845, she was brought into the Union.
K s objection ilﬁ l.h;refun. el:l(ilnl:h rm;::ld ill'.
alao that ber population is entirely in-
.mm"fjﬁ“.dmm her to two members of Con-
Buat, Mr, Chairman, it muest be remembered
that the inhabitants of California are the heads
and representatives of families, which, if they
were with their fathers and husbands in that dis-
tant land, would swell the population to.day to
more than 500,000 souls. Sir, I feel !uu?
willing to leave it to the honest and id mind,
whether there i# any weight or force in these ob-
Jjeotions, 'and pass on to another.
It is said farther, Mr. Chairman, in objection
to the adinission of Californis, that her bounduries
aretoo grest. True, there is within her limits an
extent of territory covering some 145,000 square
miles ; yet, when the western slope of the Bierra
Nevada, and the various desert spots with which
she is cov are abstracted, there is not as much
arable Land left ns there is in the State of New York
or Ohlo. California presents a long narrow strip
of abou L 1560 miles in width, hwnmﬂ-mdl-
cipal b sundaries being, a8 | before m  the
Sierrn Nevada and the Pacific Ocean ; and, as the
exper! enoed Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benron |
bas beautifully said, her heart is the Bay of Ban
and her arteries, the rivers Saors-

Co has fully removed this o
in :ﬁ- sdmission of Texns, with her immense
prairies and her rich nlh_Mn‘ uénoo
mﬂnﬂ.—mﬂym s large as Cali-
1
Mrigh{mu. in«énnluluo:wmlhuh
say with referenge to California, Vﬂlﬂl‘!ﬂlﬂ,
lh{& the warious ts and considerations
which have heen urged in behalf of her admission
into the Union have been most formidable
conolusive—more so than any that have ever

other
State; and the objections which have been urged
against her, the most fatile that stalesmen ever
muflouly advanced. This is my deliberate opin-

Mr, Chairman, we have beard much, since the
dICo.“’.l:J) hhs‘o'uh. B‘h
ving upon the ut,
alr,howdoo-&.monﬂlr:nd when we come
to examine fully and fairly? What do we learn
from an exsmination of historical facts connected
m&o‘v‘nﬂ esent history of our Govern-
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expeunditureof b lood aad treasure. The character

Clrsuit Ntates composing it

| Free pop
nistion

ernment to protect thein, rather than that of sn [ N. Hampshire - 030 Virginia - - - 61,852 fleet, for & moment, on the millions of freemen
obnoxious military rule. The selfishness of man- | Massachusotts - 7250 North Carolina 45500 | who now inhabit those States, with their present
| kind has ever made it n eciessary for the people to | Rhode Island 1,250 South Carolina 28,000 | wealth, prosperity, moral ndvancement, and pros-
areate Governments for 1 heir protection ngminst | Conneoticut - 1,750 Goeorgia - - 55,000 | peotive grestness, without fesling gratitude «in
its bageful influence. O overnment is the soul | New York . - 46000 Kentucky - 37,6580 | bis soul to Almighty God, that our wise forefn-
| of society ; and, where & people have been stiraot- New Jersey . 885 Tenpessee - -« 44,000 | thers prohibited the withering curse of slavery
ed Inﬁelrzr by the cobe dveness of the “root of | Pennsylvania - 47,000 Louisinns - 46,431 ﬁjom touching that gloriously prosperous re
all evil,” there must be, evidently, s greater ne- | Ohio - - 79964 Mississippi - - 47,147 | gion! .
cessity for the inestim ,1-.", hlessings of & Govern- | Indiana - - 33,509 Alabama - - 50,722 Agnin, Mr, Chairman, it should be remem
ment, than under any ot ner circumstances imagi- | Illinois - 65405 Missouri - - 67,380 | bered, that, when that memorable Congress was
nable. F Michigan - 56,234 Arkansas - 52199 | in session at New York, the Convention which
From what 1 bave Larned, sir, and have the | lowa - . . . 50014 Florida - - 06 265 | feamed the present Constitution of the United
best reason to believe t 4o, & mwore bold and patri- | Wisconsin - . 53,924 States was also in session in Philadelphia; and
otie people than our Iw sthren in Californis have | ——— Total slave £10,799 | that, under the prevailing public sentiment of
never sought & home it & wild and trackless wil. | Total free - - 454,340 Texas - 425,520 | that day, which was that slavery should extend
derness. But another recson for her speady ad- | California - - 145,000 ——— | no further, the Convention prescnted this Con
mission is, the evide/i deficencies in her land | —_— 936,318 | stitation, which was finally nocepted by sll thi
titles. It issupposed by many persons, that the | 590340 District of Col, 50 | States of the Union
Jesuits, who were the first missionaries, and the | ~——— | This fact has made it clear, to my mind, that
Franciscans, their s 1o sesors, hold titles from the | 936 364 | the framers of that Constitution, from every por
Spanish Crown to t}.e lands which the settlers | Free Stutes - 599,340 | tion of the country, did not anticipate that sz
oceupy. By delay in the investigation of thm,l — very ’I'uuh! ever be further extended under it
titles, they may becon e exceedingly diffioult and Balance in favor of slavery - 337,028 | No, tir, no! And 1 sm farther eomvimesd, thal

| the letter and spirit of the Decluration of Inde-

prndenos, ss wpﬁ ns of the Cupstitution, is di
reotly opposed to the fartler extansion of slavery
Consequently, as an honest, and, | trust a eon
scientious man, I shall always feel it my duiy to
exert all the powers of mind and influence which
God has given me, to prevent the further exten
gion of that foul leprosy. which the grest Joffer
gon himeelf called such a vast * moral and politieal
evil”

Bir, another and a strong resson why | am op
posed to the extension of glavery is, that we have
convineing proof, that, in those States whore sla-
very does not exist, the people are much more
prosperous, in a civil, moral, and politieal point
of view, than they are in the slave States. He

sides, every man of ordinary observation must
know, and, knowing, should besr in mind, this
fuot, that those portions of slave States which lie

contiguous to or border upon free States though
they receive nothing but the shedow of Freedom
for example, as it 18 thrown across Mason and
Dixon's line, or the Ohio, are fur in advance of
other portions of the same States, in agriculture,
manufactures, education, the mechanic arts, and

Firsp Maine. New il;!-\l;liﬂ. M annae b -

b oeete, il Wi ona® e el T ineled TACES. *(5

0 | we have a State containing three connties—New-

Besond | Vermont, Commectiont, and New York | ¥
Third New Jeruey snd Penneylvanin -1 2
Seventh | Ohlo, Indisna, Minots, and Mishigan |

SLAVE STATES

Clrenit |

States componing It Free pop

| ulation
Fourth | Delaware, Maryland, aud Virginia 1240572
Fifth | Alabams and Lonislans - . . G2 s
Sixth | North Carclina, Sonth Carolina, and |

| Georgia - - . . | L&A
Eighth | Kentueky, Tennesses, and Missouri )10, 163
Ninth | Misslasippl and Arksnnas - S Y]

From the above table, Mr. Chairman, we arrive
at the fect, that though the slave States embrace
something leas than half the e free popu-
lation, they have the circuits so arranged that
they have five out of the nine Jndges ! Thisissuch
a very plain oase that | would suppose that even
my honorable colleague [Mr. Ross] would join
with me in concluding that the South has con-
trolled this matter with much adroitness, and at
least gecured their rights in the organization of
this Court, and that ths is, at any rate, not an in-
stanoe of aggression on the part of the North !
Sir, it must be painful to the ear and sickening
to the soul of every true friend of lberty, to see
Northern men crouch and cringe #o low at the
foot of the Slave Power, as to proclaim, on this
floor, that the South has never aggressed upon
the North! [ do not mean to be personal, but it
is time thnmu rebuke should be given.

Again, Mr, Chairman, if any one should make
the inquiry in whose hand has resided the practi-
oal control of this Government for the past sixty
years, he need but Jook at the fucts. At the olose
of the present Presidential term, the South will
have held the Presidency fifty-two years, while
the North have only had it for twelve years. Of
e Bosretarios of Btate for the same period,
fourteen have come from the slave Siates, while
but five of them were from the North. Thirteen
Judges of the Supreme Court have been appoint-
ed from the South, and but twelve from the
North. As I before statéd, the slave States have
always had a majority of the Judges of the Su-
preme Court, and the Chief Justioe continually
during the nineteenth century. But, to render
the charge still more clear, that the South have
man to control the National Government, |
will give, for the benefit of my colleague, an extract
from a leading Southern paper, written durin
the Presidential campaigo of 1844. I quote the
Charleston Courier of Ootober 30 in that year:

“Our past experience has shown that the
woight of the South bas been heavily felt in the
political balance, snd has almost always monopo-
lized high federal office.

“The Southern or slaveholding States have
Ef"“ uix out of ten Presidents to the Unfon.

he Northern or non-slaveholding States have
iven but four; nnd, out of thess four, the two
ust were chosen by a large majority of Southern
votes, and the last was n native Virgioian, filially
devoted to the rights and interests of the land of
his birth; and even the two first enlisted a strong
Southern support.

“ Again—of the six Southern Presidents, five
were reéleoted to their high offices, and each oe-
oupied it for eight years, and only one will have
oou it but four years, giving in all to the
slaveholding interest the posseasion snd control
of the Presidency for forty-four years out of fifty-
#ix, while of the four non-slaveholding Presidents,
three occupied the Presidency but four years
each, and one ou:r a little month, giving in all to
the non-slavehol interest the possession and
control of the Presidency for only twelve years
out of fifty-six.

“Ho of the Chief Justices of the Union. The
South has had three, and the North but two, out
of the five inoumbents of that sugust judicial
weat.”

Another item of Bouthern admission, which
gm to prove that the South has controfled the

overnment, is the very frank confession which, a
short time nince, was made by the honorable mem-
ber from Virginia, [Mr. Muavg,| who bosstingly
said in his speech, h the South have beer in
a numerical minority for the last fifty years, we have
managsd to control the Government I Could my
colleague require more to arouse his sense of jus-
tice and his pride as o Pennsylvanian 7
Bat, sir, | believe one of the most cruel and
l;:ﬂlh dmndl“ ever made by m“imunu::l :;
. and ita propagand was the remo
u;:zf the 1 u-lb:“’ of the aborigines of
the soil, with whom the Government was in tresty,
while, on various ocoasions, making approprin-
tions for their improvement in |‘r|=u.ltunl and
the mechanic arts. In some inatances, these sim-
ple Children of the Forest had made many jm-
provements in their manner of living. ey
were in civilization, and com-
fort and But the mandate went forth
bo abeed " Tho Nobh 44’ shutl, Mastened 1o

ng
the of their and these
Indians were driven their homes, all
they held most desr, beyond the Father of Wa-
ters, and slavery was extended over the soll that
e b;‘lh acta of l of 183

Agnin, we oo, ] 6,
that slavery demanded a slip of territory
north of 36° 30, to be to the slave Btate
of Missouri, and that, too, fu direot violation of
the Compromise of 1 The North, like spun-
t, and the objeet of
. Thus six of the
most beautiful counties in-the Platte country
hitherto free territory) were added to a slave
tate! This, Mr. Chairman, s another instance
of s victory over Freedom, whereby
the black flag of Slavery was made to wave over
lands which nstionsl law had declared should
ever be free! ;

The purchasen of Loulsiana in 1803, and Florida
in 1810, and the ':f':xms..gf,,'r"" in 13:.1,
darling ohjocts e &re 80 many in-
mkll y&h sggremions of the Slave Pow
which has to extend the curses,
of slavery, by ita last oon-
summated plot, more than 500,000 11."0 miles!
Sir, when we remember that the
found & home In the . snd 8 warm
Bage m.ﬂ
forther
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perous and happy, A few instances will show
v“l!\uk“s‘h‘t'ﬂl whimwe L Lere

eastle, Kent, and Sussex. Newcastle, on the
north, lies contignons to Pennsylvanians, a free
people. This county contains but little mare
than one fourth of the area of the State ; yet, when
we come to examine her manufactures snd agri-
culture, and her mechanical products, we find that
they surpass those of the whaole Biate besides. 1o
this same oounty, compared, in an intelleotusl
int of view, with the other two counties, which
ie more contiguous to slavery, wa find the fol.
lowing results: By the census of 1840, we find in
Newcastle connty, with a population of 53,120,
520 persons over twenty years of age who can
neither read nor write; while Kent, in a populs-
tion of 19872, has 1 814 ; nnd Sussex, with s
population of 25,003, has 2,000 persons of that
age in the same deplorable condition.

But, sir, we will nol confine ourselves to little
Delaware. We will extend our glanoe further.
Tuke, as another example, the counties of Cecil,
Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Wash-
ington, and Alleghany, in the State of Maryland,
all joining free territory, nnd compare them with
the southern counties of the same State, and see
how much they are in advance of their sisters in
everything that is desirable—in intelligence, ng-
ricufture, wealth, and prosperity.

But, sir, | will go further—ay, even into the
“0ld Dominion” ‘Take the border counties
along the Ohio, and compare them with the coun-
ties more remote from the example and influence
of free principles. Take, for instance, the distriet
represented by my friend near me, [Mr, Hav-
sonn, | which of the ocounties in the vicin-
ity of Wheellng, and is sup to contain s
population of some 120,000, ore Wre hut few
slaves among them, and evidently the people do
not fesl any interest in the extension of siavery
more than those of the counties of Lancaster and
Cheser, in Pennsylvania. They have learued its
disndvantages, Also take the counties composing
the fifteenth distriot of the same State, represent.
ed by the gentleman over the way, [Mr. Beavnk,|
all of which are contiguous to the Ohio river.
They are at this day enjoyiog a degree of pros-
perity which is the result of their locality, being
more or less influenced by the free institutions of
the great State of Ohjo. These two districts, it
Is supposed, contain nearly one fifth of the white
population of Virginia. Compare them with the
southern counties, in wealth, enterprise, intelli-

g | gence, and every other thing that should make a

people contented, and you will at once come to
the conclusion that where even the erempls of
Freodom in felt, there will be prosperity and hap-
piness ; and, on the contrary, that where the dark
spirit of Slavery broods, there will be idleness,
poverty, ignorance, and misery.

Mr. Chairman, hefore I conclude, L shull give
another resson why I am op to the exten-
sion of slavery ; and that is, heonuse it has the
effeot tobring intod ute, and render dishonor-
able, manual labor. Although this country is
styled the asylum of the oppressed and the home
of all, not one out of every bundred of the emi-

uts who flock to our shores, ventures to make
in home in the slave States. They shun the
soil of slavery na the upas tree of the desert.
The reason is palpable, They know well, that
they cannot compete with slave labor. They in-
fer that the slave's master must nocessarily grow
aristooratic, and come to treat with contempt the

r white man, who is compelled to gain his
read by the sweat of his brow. And they judge
truly; for that the institution of slavery is nn
ar ,and one of the worst upon whioh the
light of Heaven ever bas shone, s susceptible of
the olearest and most satisfactory proof. Conse-
quently, It must be at war with the lFlﬂl of our
free institutions. In the dominions of the Auto-
orat of llnnlldlhe Bultan of Turkey, or the Em-
peror of the Gierman Htates, the characteristios
of government cannot be frecly Investignted,
elther by publio writings or publio dischssions.
Why is thin? Simply, beoaune they are aristo-
orationl Guuﬂmmt. 8o, precisely, is it with
the institutions of slavery. ‘They oannot be
trusted to free investigation, either by written or
oral discussion. No, sir, no! The man who
would undertake such an fn tion might be
sure to reoeive at least brutal t%ﬂd
most prohably the loss of life itself! Such being
the oase, it is reasonable and just to conclude that
it in one of the most aristooratical institutions in
existence, nnd thereforeshould be prevented from
further extending ita insolent power.

Mr. Chairman, 1 si trost that, when-
aver a vote on any branch of this question is ta-
ken, we shall show to the world, by a declsive
voloe, that we are not only freemen in name, but
freemen In our scts, and that our Declaration of

x lvlag priucipte, whoes spiis atterly forbid th

s the
gy, e L s
over another more of American soil, wherever

Agaln, sir: T shall the extension of als-
m. because the * liar institution” is not

fied with the A race, which it holds,
oon to in its irom but it in-
vades ngs, within
the of

g

Mr. DICKEY : Certainly, sir.
Mr. MoLANE: Are there no mulatioes in
Pennaylvaaia?

Mr. DICKEY : There are mulattoes in Penn-
but they mostly come from Maryland,
reprosenta in

Btate which the gentleman

beheld (his motley
uot to aay of justios
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